
A regulatory sign indicates that the waterway is a manatee zone and that boats 
should proceed slowly, with the vessel settled completely in the water and 

producing a minimal wake. 

Establishing Manatee Boating Zone Rules
By Tiare "TJ" Fridrich, Manatee Biologist

Manatee protection zones are boating speed zones created to protect man-
atees and their important habitats from harmful boat collisions and harassment. 
These zones are created by Florida state and county governments to restrict the 
speed and operation of vessels in areas with high manatee use or high potential 
risk of collisions. The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) 
was given the authority to create and adopt manatee protection zone rules by the 
Florida Manatee Sanctuary Act (FMSA) in 1978. The FMSA declared all of Florida’s 
waters a refuge and sanctuary for manatees and protects manatees from injury, 
disturbance, harassment, or harm in Florida. Under this rule, FWC’s Imperiled 
Species Management Section is authorized to identify areas 

Momentum Builds for Manatee Protection  
By Elizabeth Neville, Director of Environmental Law and Policy

Late 2025 and early 2026 saw lots of engagement on bedrock environmental 
laws and exciting updates on state-level priorities to further manatee conservation. 
Remember to check Save the Manatee Club’s “Take Action” webpage to see how 
you can support our policy work to protect manatees.

In December 2025, Save the Manatee Club (SMC) submitted public comments 
on four proposed regulations implementing the Endangered Species Act (ESA), 
co-drafted with colleagues in the conservation community. This was a priority 
because the four proposed regulations will harm manatees if implemented, such 
as by constricting critical habitat and eliminating the “4(d) Rule,” which provides 
ESA-listed threatened species, like manatees, with most of their protections under 
the ESA. SMC appreciates our supporters who utilized our action alert to oppose 
these terrible proposed rules. 

Shortly thereafter, in early January, SMC submitted independent comments 
on regulations implementing the Federal Water Pollution Control Act (now called 
the Clean Water Act). These regulations would severely limit which wetlands 
and water bodies in Florida fall under the Clean Water Act’s 
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Manatee Protection

jurisdiction—deemed Waters of the United States—
resulting in more pollution into manatee habitat. To 
protect manatees and the resources they depend 
on, notably seagrasses, SMC submitted comments 
opposing aspects of these regulations.

Later in January, SMC submitted comments 
on the First Analysis and Proposal for the 11th 
National Outer Continental Shelf Oil and Gas 
Leasing Draft Proposed Program. Concerningly, 
this Proposed Program would permit oil and gas 
drilling o� Florida’s Gulf coast, placing manatees 
and habitat at risk. Oil and gas activities off 
Florida’s Gulf and Atlantic coasts are prohibited by 
a longstanding moratorium that President Trump 
extended to 2032 in 2020. In our comments, SMC 
asked the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management 
to withdraw the program area o� Florida’s coast, 

as the moratorium requires, and to generally 
enforce decommissioning responsibilities for the 
14,000 abandoned, leaking oil wells in the Gulf 
before allowing additional oil and gas activities.

On a regional level, SMC testified at a 
meeting of the Brevard County Board of County 
Commissioners to support continued funding for 
the Save Our Indian River Lagoon (SOIRL) Program. 
The SOIRL Program, funded by a half-cent sales 
tax in Brevard County, supports bene�cial water 
quality restoration programs throughout the 
lagoon. The sales tax, approved by a 2016 ballot 
measure, will soon expire. As demonstrated by 
the 2020-2022 Unusual Mortality Event, which 
claimed the lives of over 1,200 manatees primarily 
from starvation due to seagrass loss in the lagoon, 
the health of the Indian River Lagoon is essential 
for manatees’ continued survival. Seagrass is 
recovering in parts of the lagoon, and programs 
like SOIRL are crucial for supporting this positive 
trend. SMC will continue to advocate that the 
SOIRL Program continue. 

One more exciting SMC policy priority is 
restoration of the Ocklawaha River. At the time 
of this writing, bills to support restoring the river 
were introduced by Sen. Jason Brodeur (R-10) 
and Rep. Wyman Duggan (R-12) and unanimously 
passed their �rst committee stops. Restoring the 
Ocklawaha and its 20 freshwater springs will 
provide natural warm-water habitat to potentially 
hundreds of manatees and provide unimpeded 
access to the Silver River and Silver Springs. 
We are grateful to our legislative champions for 
supporting this exciting restoration project. 

SMC staff member Elizabeth Neville speaks in 
front of the Florida House Budget Committee in 
support of restoring the Ocklawaha River and 

breaching the Rodman/Kirkpatrick Dam. 

An aerial image of the Rodman/Kirkpatrick Dam 
located about 60 miles southwest of Jacksonville.
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De�ning the Terms

ESA proposed rules: Would roll back rules and 
regulations implemented or reimposed in 2024 
that increased protections for and consideration of 
endangered species and their habitat.  

Waters of the United States:  Establishes the 
geographic scope of federal jurisdiction under 
the CWA. Provides authority for EPA and the U.S. 
Department of the Army to de�ne “waters of the 
United States” in regulations.

National OCS Oil and Gas Leasing Program: The 
schedule of oil and gas lease sales for a �ve-year 
period, approved by the Secretary of the Interior. 
Three separate analyses are conducted.

Unusual Mortality Event:  This event in the Indian 
River Lagoon was driven primarily by widespread 
seagrass loss from persistent water-quality issues 
and harmful algal blooms, which left manatees 
without enough food.

continued from page 1
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Manatee Boating Zones
that are high-risk for boat strikes, harassment, or 
harm to manatees and their habitat and create these 
protective speed zones. FWC reviews these on a 
county-wide scale, utilizing data on manatee habitat 
use, boater and waterway use, manatee rescue and 
carcass statistics, and many other sources across a 
county to determine where risk is the highest. The 
first manatee protection zone rules were adopted 
for Martin County in 1990, and today 18 counties 
have manatee protection zone rules. FWC’s Florida 
Manatee Management Plan requires that rules be 
reviewed periodically to determine if the imple-
mented zones are effective or need updating.   

In early 2025, FWC identified several zones in 
Indian River County for potential changes. The zones 
were originally established in 1992, and while some 
amendments had been made, the last changes to 
the zones were in 2002. Indian River County, like 
most parts of Florida, has seen a major increase in 
residents and boaters over the last two decades, and 
manatee numbers have also increased, so the need 
for review was warranted. The process for reviewing 

and proposing changes to manatee protection zones 
is written in the state statutes. 

First, the state must notify the county government 
that they are considering new or amended zones and 
give the county the opportunity to create a Local 
Rule Review Committee (LRRC). A LRRC is a working 
group made up of environmentalists and waterway 
users who are familiar with the local waterways and 
habitats. Then, members meet in person multiple 
times over the course of 60 days to discuss and 
review the proposed rules. They write a report of 
their recommendations, whether that be keeping 
the rules as-is, changing them based on FWC’s 
suggestions, or offering new options, and submit 
that report to FWC for their review. This report is 
considered by FWC staff when drafting the proposed 
rules. I had the opportunity to participate in the LRRC 
meetings and be a part of the zone review process 
as an advocate for stronger manatee protections. 
If you would like to read the report and participate 
in the zone review process yourself, you can find 
information on FWC’s website at myfwc.com.

The Dauphin Island Sea Lab/Manatee Sighting 
Network (DISL/MSN) reached a new milestone, 
documenting more than 8,000 opportunistic 
sighting reports since its inception in 2007! 
We appreciate everyone who has contributed 
to the network and helped it grow; your 
contributions have made a meaningful di�erence 
to our understanding of manatee ecology on the 
northern Gulf Coast and conservation range-wide. 
This winter has had some dynamic temperature 
changes, and water temperatures continue to 
drop, which is particularly concerning for potential 
cold stress cases outside of Florida. The DISL/MSN 
has monitored multiple cold stress cases already 
this year, and we continue to thank everyone who 
has helped with this e�ort through timely reports! 

As we closed out 2025 and rang in the new 
year, we celebrated an overall successful year 
for DISL/MSN. Two Alabama manatees, Owa and 
Mardi Gras—who were rescued from cold stress 
last winter—successfully recovered and were 
returned to their natural habitat by SeaWorld 
Orlando in the spring. Several of our known 
seasonal manatee visitors were seen last summer, 
including Bartlett, who was sighted on numerous 
occasions across Alabama’s waterways. Clog and 
Bama were not reported so far this year; however, 
we continue to keep our eyes out for these popular 
adoptees among the photos submitted by the 
public! Please continue to report your northern 
Gulf manatee sightings to manatee@disl.org or 
1-866-493-5803.

Record Manatee Sightings in the Northern Gulf
By Dr. Ruth Carmichael, Director, DISL, & Sophia Corde, PhD Student, Univ. of South Alabama and DISL
Alabama/DISL Adoption Update

continued from page 1



���Ž�‡�ƒ�•�‡���•�‘�–�‹�ˆ�›���—�•���™�‹�–�Š���›�‘�—�”���•�‡�™���ƒ�†�†�”�‡�•�•���‹�ˆ���›�‘�—���•�‘�˜�‡�è�����•���–�Š�‡�����ä���ä�á���…�ƒ�Ž�Ž���—�•���–�‘�Ž�Ž���ˆ�”�‡�‡���ƒ�–���U�æ�\�T�T�æ�X�W�V�æ�Y�Z�X�Z�á���‡�•�ƒ�‹�Ž���—�•��
at membership@savethemanatee.org �á���‘�”���•�ƒ�‹�Ž���ƒ���…�Š�ƒ�•�‰�‡���‘�ˆ���ƒ�†�†�”�‡�•�•���…�ƒ�”�†���–�‘���—�•�ä��

youtube.com/adoptamanatee            facebook.com/savethemanateeclub

twitter.com/savethemanatee                   instagram.com/savethemanateeclub

44

By Kate Spratt, Park Services Specialist, HSWSP             

Join the Ladies Underwater in the Fishbowl

Florida winter weather has brought another 
busy manatee season to Homosassa Springs, 
with cool temperatures drawing many manatees 
into areas around the park. Following several 
strong cold fronts, manatees have moved in, but 
due to low tides, they are hanging out in deeper 
water outside of the park and aren’t always 
visible in the main spring or near the Long River 
Bridge. The best place to see the wild manatees 
right now is from the observation deck in the 
Garden of the Springs. 

Adoptable manatees Ariel and Betsy, along 
with rehabilitation resident Heinz, are enjoying the 
paddocks and heated in-ground pool. Much like a 
spa, the warm pool provides comfort during colder 
days, and the group eagerly consumes multiple 

cases of food daily. Sta� record observations of 
each manatee during feedings and track who 
does what while eating. Always the one to try 
and eat the most, Betsy barges her way in to get 
every bit of lettuce she can. Rangers ensure each 
receives the correct amount of lettuce by feeding 
them individually in di�erent locations.

Plan a visit to Homosassa Springs Wildlife 
State Park to experience manatee programs, 
observe these gentle giants, and learn how to 
support conservation through adoption or vol-
unteering. The beautiful, clear windows in the 
Underwater Observatory (also called the Fishbowl) 
are a perfect place to stop, relax, and observe the 
schools of various �sh and, of course, the graceful 
manatees.

Ellie Schiller Homosassa Springs Wildlife State Park Adoption Update

A mom and her calf swim by the large windows of the underwater observatory at Homosassa Springs.
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Winter has been very busy with many manatee 
rescues and returns to their natural habitat for both 
us and our partners in the Manatee Rescue and 
Rehabilitation Partnership (MRP) all across Florida. In 
late December, we assisted with the rescue of a small 
orphaned calf at Blue Spring. We had been monitoring 
the little female calf for a few weeks to see if she would 
latch on to another mother manatee, but unfortunately 
her body condition was declining and she was not 
adopted by another mom, warranting a rescue. She is 
currently recuperating at SeaWorld Orlando—an MRP 
partner—and we hear that she is doing well and has 
been named Poplin. 

February started to get very busy with a number 
of returns all over the state, including at the TECO 
power plant in Apollo Beach, Crystal River, and Blue 
Spring. We assisted with several of the returns at 
Blue Spring. All returned manatees are out�tted with 
a satellite tracking device so researchers can monitor 
them to make sure they are adjusting well to life in the 
wild. On that note, all the manatees we helped rescue 
and return at Blue Spring over the last several years 
returned this winter season, and everyone is looking 
good! We were particularly happy to welcome back 
Mary Kate and Tink Tink, as our team had helped to 
hoop-net them as little orphans in the spring run and 
returned them in 2023 and 2024, respectively. Both 
have grown into healthy-looking subadults and we 
can’t wait for them to have calves of their own one day. 

This is also a good reminder of the importance of 
satellite tracking devices for these “naïve” manatees 
who did not have a chance to learn from a mom. The 

tracking devices allow researchers to monitor them 
for the �rst year of their life in the wild to make sure 
they adapt and do all the things wild manatees need 
to do—feed, socialize, and come back to the spring 
for warm water. The devices have several breakaway 
points, so should they get tangled on anything, 
they will break o�. We want to remind everyone to 
stay clear of the tracking devices and observe all 
manatees, especially tagged ones, from a distance.

Over the summer, we assisted with the rescue 
of a manatee in Oak Hill, on Florida’s east coast. 
Calabazza, as she was later named, was found 
�oating high in the water after she had su�ered a boat 
strike. After six months in rehabilitation at SeaWorld, 
we assisted with her return to her natural habitat on 
the coast in early January. At almost 1,500 pounds, 
she was a big girl, and it took a large crew to lift her 
out of the transport truck and carry her on a stretcher 
to the water, where she eagerly swam o�.

By Cora Berchem, Director of Multimedia and Manatee Research Associate 
Manatees on the Mend
Manatees Keep Rescue Teams Working Non-Stop

After rescuing Poplin at Blue Spring in December, 
rescuers measure her size and record other physical 

details before transporting her to SeaWorld.

More than a dozen people (from MRP organizations) work 
to tote Calabazza from the transport truck to the water.
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Lorenzo is held steady while a final health exam is 
performed before he is returned to his natural habitat.

© Manatee Rescue and Rehabilitation Partnership© Manatee Rescue and Rehabilitation Partnership
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Cool weather arrived on October 31, and a few 
manatees along with it, including Annie and Lily. A 
very pregnant Annie gave birth the following day. 

The season o�cially began November 11. We 
had 60 manatees that day. Una and Moo Shoo 
were in the next day, followed on the 13th by Deep 
Dent, Gator, Flash, and as a bonus, Millie, an east 
coast adoptee. Ester was in on the 14th. There 
was a break in the adoptees until December 1, 
when Rocket arrived. Another break followed, 
but on December 11, Brutus, Phillip, and Whiskers 
showed up. Margarito, Howie, Floyd, Phyllis, and 
Aqua joined us the next day. Nick appeared on 
the 13th. Merlin was in brie�y on January 1. Doc 
�nally dragged in on January 6. Neither Lenny nor 
his sister Lucille has shown up. Lenny was born in 

1978, and until last season, never missed coming 
into Blue Spring. We are worried about them. 

When there is bad news, we look for some 
good to come of it. In 2009, a Blue Spring 
manatee named Della (not an adoptee) was 
rescued near Palatka, Florida, on the St. Johns 
River. While in treatment at ZooTampa at Lowry 
Park, Della had a calf. Della and the calf, named 
Pal, were returned to Blue Spring once Della 
was healthy. Pal stayed with his mother as a 
yearling, but then we lost track of him. Recently, 
a Blue Spring manatee named Sharkbite was 
found dead—this is always sad news. But when 
Sharkbite was scanned for a PIT tag, he turned 
out to be Pal. Pal had never left us after all.

By Wayne Hartley, Manatee Specialist 
Blue Spring State Park Adoption Update
Extreme Cold Breaks Manatee Records Over and Over

Finish Lines and Fresh Starts
By Alex Russell, Director of Education and Online Communications

That’s a wrap on the 22nd Annual Save the 
Manatee 5K! On the morning of November 15, 
2025, nearly 400 runners, walkers, and nature 
lovers filled the course at Blue Spring State Park. 
It was a beautiful day for running with everyone 
showing up in high spirits, and the chilly air 
brought some manatees into the spring to greet 
participants not far from the finish line. Their 
energetic spirit was matched by participants from 
across the country and abroad; over 900 virtual 

registrants participated by the end of the year, 
completing their miles in creative and meaningful 
ways. Together, 1,400 participants helped make 
the 2025 race an event to remember.

I want to take a moment to extend a heartfelt 
thank you to the Save the Manatee Club (SMC) 
Mana-team, park staff, volunteers, vendors, and 
sponsors who helped us make our first Florida-
based 5K preparations go as well as they did. 
There were so many who 

Legs were tired but spirits were high as participants 
reached the halfway point.

© Save the Manatee Club© Save the Manatee Club

Former race director Lesley Argiri and SMC 
Executive Director Patrick Rose welcome runners to 
the Save the Manatee 5K at Blue Spring State Park

© Save the Manatee Club© Save the Manatee Club
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Blue Spring Update continued from page 6
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Adoptee Photo Blog from the 2025-26 Season
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By Cora Berchem, Director of Multimedia and Manatee Research Associate 
Coastal Adoption Update
Vector, Flicker, and Zelda, Oh My!

The winter months, with their multiple 
cold fronts, �nally brought in quite a few 
adoptee sightings! Starting on Florida’s west 
coast, Flicker was seen on November 12 and 
January 16 by our partners from the Florida 
Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission 
(FWC) at the Tampa Electric Company (TECO) 
Apollo Beach power plant. Vector also made 
several appearances at TECO, and our part-
ners reported sightings on New Year’s Eve, 
January 2, and January 17. Elsie, Ginger, and 
Jemp continue to remain elusive. 

On the east coast of Florida, our travel-
ing adoptee Millie appeared at Blue Spring 
in mid-November. Then, to our surprise, FWC 
researchers reported seeing her in a canal in 
Fort Lauderdale at the end of January. Illusion 
was spotted by a citizen in Vero Beach on 
January 23. Only Chessie has not been seen 
at the time of this writing. However, our part-

ners are still going 
through many hours 
of photo records to 
match individuals, so 
there are still chances 
for a sighting to come 
in. Last but not least, 
Zelda was spotted 
in Key West in early 
January. She seems 
to still have her calf, 
who is now big 
enough to be weaned 
at any time.

Flicker (top) and Vector (center) both made multiple 
appearances at the TECO power plant in Apollo 

Beach over the winter. Illusion (left) was spotted by 
a citizen in Vero Beach who reported the sighting to  
FWC. Zelda and her calf (bottom) were photographed 

in Key West in January. 

© Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission© Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission

© Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission© Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission

© Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission© Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission

© Raenn Wright© Raenn Wright
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Growing up on a small lake in New Jersey 
and vacationing at the Jersey Shore every year, I 
developed a love of everything to do with the water. 
We �shed, boated, and swam all summer. After 
college, I moved to California, where I got to 
experience a very di�erent coast and even 
more sea life. Whales, sea lions, and otters 
fascinated me. There, I met the man who 
would become my husband, and he 
encouraged me to learn to scuba dive, 
giving me a whole new perspective on 
the wonders beneath the water’s surface. 

I have always known about manatees, 
but when I moved to Florida and got to see 
them up close, I was hooked! When anyone 
would come to visit during manatee season, o� we 
went to Blue Spring State Park to see the manatees. 
I loved exploring Florida’s beaches and waterways 
whenever I could. Years ago, I was standing in waist-
deep water on Florida’s Gulf Coast when something 
very large slowly swam into view about 15 feet out 

from me and other beachgoers. I quickly and excitedly 
realized it was a manatee! Luckily, everyone kept their 
distance and respectfully let the manatee glide by. 

One man went running back to the beach yelling, 
“Hon, hon—you gotta come see this—I think 

it’s a baby whale!” 
When a job opened at Save the 

Manatee Club years (and many manatee 
viewings) later, I jumped at the opportu-
nity. I love all animals. My husband and I 
have been fostering cats and kittens for 
years and have eight rescue cats of our 

own. It is so gratifying to work in an orga-
nization �lled with animal lovers that are so 

focused on helping these gentle giants.  
I’ve traveled a lot, and when I talk about where 

I work, people are so enthusiastic about manatees—
even if they’ve never seen one. I like to believe that 
our sta�’s education and outreach e�orts are having 
far-reaching e�ects. I bet that man who thought he 
saw a baby whale can now recognize a manatee.

A Shore Thing: How Manatees Captured My Heart
By Kerry Azzarello, Full-time Bookkeeper
Staff Story

Finish Lines
turned up bright and early with us to help make this 
race a successful event. I’d also like to extend a 
thank you to the original race directors, Lesley Argiri 
and Brian McDonald, who offered their 21 years of 
experience to guide us through the preparations and 
attended the race in person to assist us with day-of 
coordination. We’re honored to carry on the race’s 
legacy and continue to host this wonderful event for 
years to come.

After the joys of last year’s race, we are so 
excited to announce that registration is open for the 
23rd Annual Save the Manatee 5K! Once again, the 
in-person race will take place at the vital manatee 
refuge Blue Spring State Park on the first day of 
manatee season. You can join the movement either 
in person on November 15, 2026, or virtually from 

anywhere in the world doing an activity of your choice. 
Sign up today at savethemanatee5k.org .

Runners, walkers, and strollers all joined in on the 5K fun.

© Save the Manatee Club© Save the Manatee Club

continued from page 6
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Manatee Mortality Rate Stabilizes But Remains High
By Dr. Beth Brady, Director of Science and Conservation

Manatees face a variety of threats each 
year that can lead to death, including red tide, 
collisions with watercraft, cold stress, and natural 
causes. In addition to documenting the number 
of carcasses observed each year, the Florida Fish 
and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) 
conducts necropsies—autopsies for animals—on 
selected manatees to determine the cause of 
death. While not every manatee is necropsied, 
these data are still essential for understanding 
the primary threats to manatees and guiding 
conservation and management efforts.

In 2025, FWC documented 632 manatee 
de�ths, be�ow the five-�e�r �ver�ge of 731 but 
higher than totals recorded in 2023 (555) and 
2024 (565). These losses were attributed to a 
colder winter, a red tide bloom, elevated calf 
mortality, and ongoing watercraft-related mortality.

Cold stress claimed 33 manatees. Despite 
their large size, manatees have only a thin layer of 
blubber, providing limited insulation. When water 
temperatures fall below 68°F, manatees must 
seek warm-water refuges. Prolonged exposure 
to cold can be fatal, reducing blood flow to the 
skin and causing sores. Their metabolism slows 
to conserve energy, making it difficult to eat, stay 
hydrated, and fight off disease.

Red tide was responsible for 50 deaths in Lee 
County (classified under Natural: Other by FWC). 
Red tide is caused by a naturally occurring marine 
plankton, or microscopic algae, called Karenia 
brevis, which is most common in the Gulf. This 
plankton produces neurotoxins called brevetoxins, 
which may be inhaled or ingested, causing 
seizures that often result in the manatee drowning.

Calf mortality included 136 perinatal deaths in 
2025. Calves under 5 feet in length fall into the 
perinatal category, which includes deaths from 
cold stress, stillbirth, orphaning, or other causes. 
Many perinatal deaths occurred in the Indian 
River Lagoon, where manatee reproduction has 
rebounded since improved nutritional conditions 
in 2023. Some increase in calf deaths is expected 
with more births, inexperienced first-time 
mothers, or females still recovering from past 
malnutrition. Encouragingly, numerous live calf 
sightings suggest there is reproductive recovery 
in this region.

Collisions with watercraft remain a significant 
threat, accounting for 25% of necropsied deaths 
in 2025 (98 animals). Manatees are slow-moving, 
graze on grass in shallow water, and must surface 
to breathe, making them highly vulnerable to 
boats, and nearly every living manatee bears 
propeller scars. Boaters can help protect manatees 
by obeying posted speed zones, reviewing local 
boater guides, staying alert for signs of manatees, 
such as a snout, back, tail, flipper, or water swirls, 
operating in marked channels, avoiding shallow 
areas and seagrass beds, and maintaining a 
distance of at least 50 feet when observing 
manatees.

If you encounter a manatee in distress or 
find a deceased animal, call FWC at 1-888-404-
3922. Additional information regarding the 2025 
mortality records is available on FWC’s website at 
myfwc.com.
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Armored cat�sh (Pterygoplichthys disjunctivus)—
referred to as plecos—are a common addition to 
household aquariums, helping to clean the algae o� 
the glass. People usually get them when they are 
very little, but once they grow too big, they get rid of 
them by releasing them into the wild. This is how they 
have become introduced into rivers and waterways 
in Florida and have become a big problem. They 
are exotic and invasive—exotic, meaning they are 
not from Florida, and invasive, meaning they have 
characteristics that make them very good at taking 
over their new habitat. Plecos grow very fast, about 3.9 
inches (10 cm) per year, and live to be about �ve years 
old. They reproduce extremely quickly: one female 
may lay 30,000 eggs every summer. The males will 
dig burrows into banks of rivers or springs and guard 
the nests, so almost all those eggs will hatch, giving 
them a big advantage over most native �sh in Florida.

Now what effect do these catfish have on 
manatees? Some people see manatees covered 
in cat�sh and think the manatee is getting a “spa 
treatment,” similar to how some cleaner fish on 
reefs will assist other species by taking o� dead skin 
particles or parasites. Others think the cat�sh hurt the 
manatees. Neither is actually the case, but the cat�sh 
do “annoy” the manatees by latching on to their skin 
with their soft, bristly mouths and causing a tickling 

sensation that will result in the manatee moving 
to shake o� the �sh. It’s somewhat comparable to 
mosquitoes—they don’t really hurt us, but they cause 
annoyance, especially if we are trying to rest or sleep. 
Especially during the winter months, manatees may 
expend extra energy trying to evade the persistent 
�sh when they should be resting. In the winter, it is 
critical for manatees to rest and conserve energy 
while at a warm-water site, such as the Blue Spring 
run. Disruption by cat�sh can result in manatees being 
more active and having to go out into the cold river 
more often to feed to replenish their energy. 

Is there anything we can do? While it is impossible 
to eradicate the catfish, efforts are underway to 
remove them from certain areas under specific 
permits. Unfortunately, even removing hundreds from 
an area such as Blue Spring State Park does not �x 
the problem, as there are billions more in the adjacent 
St. Johns River. Fish biologist Dr. Melissa Gibbs from 
Stetson University even observed the cat�sh leaving 
during the day when �shing is going on and returning 
at night. 

We should all keep in mind that releasing any non-
native species into the wild should never be done, as it 
can become a serious problem for native species, like 
manatees.

An Invasive Species Annoys Florida Manatees
By Cora Berchem, Director of Multimedia and Manatee Research Associate 
Science Sector

Armored catfish swim along the bottom of the water 
searching for algae and other microorganisms to 

consume, like those on the skin of manatees.

Armored catfish feed on the algae on manatee's skin by 
latching onto the manatee and scraping the algae which 

is highly irritating to the manatee.

© Save the Manatee Club© Save the Manatee Club

© Save the Manatee Club© Save the Manatee Club



Man versus Manatee — "Alligator Exploit"

Rachel "Jo" Arnow began illustrating Man versus Manatee  in 2012. She had no intention of starting a webcomic when 
she jotted down a sketch of a manatee munching on a diver's hand, but that episod e, titled "Man versus Manatee," soon 
�E�H�F�D�P�H���W�K�H���V�W�D�U�W���R�I���D�Q���H�Q�W�L�U�H���V�H�U�L�H�V���W�K�D�W���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H�V���W�R���W�K�L�V���G�D�\�����5�H�D�G���P�R�U�H���D�E�R�X�W���5�D�F�K�H�O�
�V���V�W�R�U�\�����D�Q�G���À�Q�G���P�R�U�H���H�S�L�V�R�G�H�V����
at manvsmanatee.com �ä

1-800-432-JOIN (5646)1-800-432-JOIN (5646)
savethemanatee.or gsavethemanatee.org
Photo © David SchrichtePhoto © David Schrichte

Love Springs Eter nalLove Springs Eternal

Let’s save the manatees— Let’s save the manatees— 
today, tomorr ow, and for ever.today, tomorrow, and forever.

Adopt-A-ManateeAdopt-A-Manatee ®®
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Maze answer is upside down.

Thank you to everyone who 
donated items through our 

Amazon Wish List! Your dona-
tions directly support manatee 

rescue and research activities in 
Florida, Alabama, and Belize. We 
truly appreciate your kindness in 
continuing to contribute to this  

valuable program.

savethemanatee.org/wishlist

12



FINISH

The Take-A-Break Activity Corner
Maze Activity

Instructions:  Beginning at START, draw a line through the maze to FINISH without running into any dead 
ends or obstacles. There is only one successful way through the maze.

START

13



Save the Manatee 2026 Wall Calendar
This calming calendar features 
peaceful underwater images of 
manatees—slow-moving mammals that 
embody stillness and grace. Photos 
used in this calendar were graciously 
donated by their photographers 
for Save the Manatee Club's use. It 
includes a special message from our 
Executive Director, Patrick Rose, and a 
promo code for 20% o� your next purchase from our online 
store. Measures 12" x 24" when open.

Item #40405 Sale Price $5.00

Festive Florida Holiday Cards Duo Pack
We are thrilled to present two 
new holiday cards designed 
around two submissions to our 
2025 SMC art contest. Each 
pack of 5" x 7" cards includes 
six cards of each design and 12 
white envelopes. The �rst design 
features the phrase 'Florida sun and manatee fun' over a 
warm image of a mother manatee and calf. The second 
design has 'Festive peace and seagrass feasts' over a 
manatee nestled in orange blossoms.

Item #40608 Sale Price $15.00

16" Gray Manatee Plush
Bring home an adorable plush gray manatee 
that bears a realistic resemblance to our 
favorite aquatic mammal. This stu�ed 
manatee is 16" long from head to tail 
and �lled with ultra-soft stu�ng.

Item #41403 Price $19.00
Gratitude Cotton Tote
Show o� your style and love for 
manatees with this 100% recycled 
9 oz. cotton canvas tote. Featuring 
exclusive artwork donated by 
Crosslink Apparel, the front 
showcases a subtle compass rose-
style logo, while the back pays 
tribute to Jimmy Bu�ett with a vibrant 
“gratitude” design. The tote measures 12” x 
15” x 6” and has a small outer pocket on the front.

Item #89003  Price $30.00

Sea Sketch Manatee Hemp Tote
Carry your essentials while celebrating these 
gentle marine mammals with this sturdy 
hemp tote. This charming bag showcases 
an adorable manatee stencil design and 
is crafted from sustainable material that is 
55/45 hemp/cotton. Its measurements are 
14.5” x 14.5” x 7” with 28” handles. 

Item #89004 Price $33.00

Live-Love-Adopt Bracelet
This one-of-a-kind bracelet is 
handcrafted with love by Kasaro 
Designs. It’s engraved with “Live-
Love-Adopt” and features an 
adorable manatee. It has a rhodium 
chain and clasp and is 8.5” long 
and adjustable to �t wrists of di�erent sizes.

Item #40120 Price $20.00

Hanging Wood and Resin Suncatcher
Forest meets coast 
in this handcrafted 
wooden manatee 
suncatcher! Made from 
longleaf pine and resin 
�ll, it features a vertical 
chain of wood rings and soft blue-
accented manatees beneath our 
logo. Hang it in a window or on 
the porch for added beauty. The 
total length is 28".

Item #71003 Price $55.00

Save the Manatee Logo T-Shirt
As a part of our Save the Manatee Logo 
Collection, this 100% cotton, unisex t-shirt 
is an eye-catching and comfortable way 
to show your support for manatees. 
Adult tee is a marine blue and 
available in sizes Small through 4XL. 
Youth tee is teal and available in sizes 
Small through XL. 

Item #50111 Price $20.00 (Youth)
  Price $25.00 (Adult)

Adult

Youth

Find these items and more at shopsavethemanatee.org. 
For questions, please call our toll free number at 1-800-432-5646, or email catalog@savethemanatee.org.

To pay by check, please give us a call or go to our website to place your order and receive your total, including 
tax and shipping. Inventory can only be reserved if an order is placed on the phone or via the website.

The Manatee Store

Visit shopsavethemanatee.org  or call 1-800-432-JOIN (5646) to order today.14



Save the Manatee Key Ring Charms
This exclusive key ring features an engraved 
logo charm and a metal manatee charm. 
Make your key ring unique and show your 
support for these gentle mammals. Each 
charm is carefully handcrafted with love in 
the U.S.

Item #41414 Price $13.50

HOW TO ORDER:  
 »Order online: Go to shopsavethemanatee.org .

 »Order by phone: Call toll-free 1-800-432-JOIN (5646) in 
the United States and Canada. Our o�ce hours are  Monday 
through Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. ET.

 »Order by mail: Call us, email us, or go online to place your order 
and receive your total and then send a check or money order to 
317 Wekiva Springs Rd., Suite 100, Longwood, FL 32779.

Eco-Friendly 20” Manatee Plush
This 20” manatee plush is as 
charming as it is sustainable. With 
an embroidered face and crafted 
from 100% post-consumer and 
recycled materials, it is a choice 
for those wanting to reduce their 
environmental impact while still 
receiving a super cuddly plush. 

Item #41404 Price $25.00

Save the Manatee Reusable Utensil Set
Replace your single-use plastic fork 
with our reusable utensil set! This 
environmentally friendly alternative 
is made from wheat straw and is 
BPA-free. This set contains a fork, 
knife, spoon, and carrying case 
printed with Save the Manatee 
Club's logo. Measures 2.25" x 
8.25" x 1". It's the perfect addition to 
your lunch box!

Item #40711 Price $7.00

I'm a Manatee Happy to Be ME  (Hardcover)
This sturdy board book is great 
for boys and girls. The sturdy 
construction, 6.5” x 8.5” size, and UV 
coating helps it stand up to everyday 
wear and tear. The eye-gripping 
illustrations can launch your child’s 
imagination, while the story and 
words are age-appropriate, easy to understand, and just the 
right length to keep young children engaged. Written and 
illustrated by Leslie Campa.

Item #40323 Price $17.00

SMC Compass Rose Bamboo Cutting 
Board
Upgrade your cooking game with 
this bamboo cutting board! This 11” 
cutting board is perfect for your daily  
chopping needs. Plus, the engraved 
design of the SMC logo within a 
compass rose adds a touch of island 
style to your kitchen. Limited stock available; grab yours 
now! *Returns not available for this item. Handwash only.

Item #74709 Price $25 .00

Save the Manatee Logo Night Light
Add manatee magic to any room 
with this plug-in night light! A hand-
crafted, 3" medallion featuring Save 
the Manatee Club’s logo �lled with 
shimmering blue-green resin inside 
a longleaf pine border. Rotates 
to �t most outlets—perfect for 
hallways, bathrooms, or bedrooms. 
120V/4W candelabra bulb is included. 

Item #71002 Price $25.00

Manatee Summer  (Paperback)
Peter and his best friend, Tommy, have a 
goal for their last summer before middle 
school: �nish their Discovery Journal, a 
catalog of the wildlife around their Florida 
town. When they spot a manatee in a canal, 
Peter knows they’ve found something 
special—and when the manatee is injured 
by a boat, something to protect!

Item #40320 Price $10.00

The Florida Manatee: Biology 
and Conservation (Paperback)
Dive into manatee science with this 
engaging book by researchers Roger L. 
Reep and Robert K. Bonde. With over 300 
pages of insights, photos, and decades of 
expertise in this 9" x 6" guide, it explores 
manatee behavior, habitat, migration, and 
more. A must-read for curious minds—
scienti�c or not! 

Item #40314 Price $32.00

Manatee Garden Stake
Bring charm to your garden with 
this handcrafted manatee stake! 
Made from longleaf pine with a light 
blue resin inlay, each piece is one-
of-a-kind. The 15" green-coated metal 
stake is weather-resistant—ideal for 
�ower beds, pots, or paths. 

Item #71000  Price $11.00

Visit shopsavethemanatee.org  or call 1-800-432-JOIN (5646) to order today. 15
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Manatee Awareness
Join us as we celebrate manatees all year long! 
Check out our website and our social media for 

activities and information for each occasion, 
and keep an eye on your email for updates.

Manatee Appreciation Day  is the last 
Wednesday in March (March 25, 2026)

Seagrass Awareness Month  is March

Springs Protection Awareness Month  is April

National Safe Boating Week  starts the 3rd 
Saturday of May (May 16-22, 2026)

International Manatee Day  is September 7

Manatee Awareness Month  is November

savethemanatee.org
1-800-432-JOIN (5646)

Save the Manatee ® Club, Inc.
Co-Founders: 

Jimmy Bu�ett (1946-2023) • Bob Graham (1936-2024)

Executive Director:  
Patrick Rose, CPM, Aquatic Biologist

�6�W�D�‡
Operations Coordinator ...........................................Ronnie Allegro
Full-Charge Bookkeeper ........................................Kerry Azzarello
Membership Services ..............................................Landen Beach
Dir. of Multimedia/Manatee Research Assoc. .......Cora Berchem
Administrative Assistant ...............................................Judy Bower
Dir. of Science & Conservation ................................Dr. Beth Brady
Program Project Coordinator .............................Cheyenne Canon
Manatee Biologist ...............................................Tiare "TJ" Fridrich
Manatee Specialist ...................................................Wayne Hartley
Membership Specialist ....................................................Lisa Hauk
Dir. of Development & Operations ...........................Tonya Higgins
Membership Representative ..........................................Angie Irvin
Ecommerce Specialist  ................................................Hannah Lynn
Dir. of Environmental Law & Policy .....................Elizabeth Neville
Dir. of Education & Online Communications ......Alexandria Russell
Volunteer and Engagement Coordinator..............Brooke Russell
Multimedia Assistant ..........................................Natalie Thompson
Development Coordinator .............................................Amy Wieck 

SMC receives 100% of each charitable contribution. 
501(c)(3) Registered Nonpro�t Organization • EIN: 59-3131709

The Manatee Zone is edited by Cheyenne Canon.
©2026 Save the Manatee® Club. All rights reserved.

All research, rescue, rehab, and release activities conducted under DEP permit 
#01122413 and USFWS permits #MA770191, #MA773494, and #MA791721-6.
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